TPS NEWS

November 18th - Week 4, Term 4
COVID-19 Update

Staff Disruptions

You may have noticed each classroom has a sign requesting
a limit of 5 adults in a room. We ask that you negotiate with
the teacher, prior to entering, if you would like to volunteer
or be in the room for any reason.

This term has been challenging for a few staff members,
including myself, which has meant there have been some
teachers out of their classrooms on leave or to support in the
office whilst I have been absent.
Selina Hunter has been teaching in room 5, Monday to
Wednesday, replacing Cassie Tregenza and this will continue
for the remainder of the term.

No doubt you would have heard through news channels
that as of the 10th December all school staff, contractors,
visitors, volunteers, Governing Council members, OSHC
employee and parent helpers must have had one COVID
vaccination and have their second jab booked.

Classes 2022

As our borders open and COVID-19 enters our community
we will continue to follow health advice, just as we have
done throughout this pandemic.

Thank you to the families who provided information
regarding the placement of their children for 2022. The
window to provide feedback has closed, as we have now
begun the process of sorting classes. Placement information
will be provided on Thursday 9th December along with
Semester 2 reports.

Music Assembly

End of Year Concert

On Monday 6th December students who have been
learning an instrument either with Learning Through Music,
or the Instrumental Music Program will get the opportunity
to showcase their talent. Two parents/carers of the
performing students are welcome to attend providing they
COVID check in, practice social distancing and wear a mask.

Laura Blakeby is working hard on the final arrangements for
our end of year extravaganza! The ticket sales will be open
until the end of the day on Thursday. Be reminded that on
the day you will need to follow the instructions provided in
this newsletter and on Class Dojo.

This decision is based on health advice and is the best overall
setting for our students, staff and education system.

John McCade

‘The Eddie and Chase Cricket Program’

Christian Options Presentation

Two of our year 5 students have recently started a cricket program at
school; educating and assisting students in R-2 with cricket skills and
knowledge of the game. Eddie and Chase from room 6 work twice a week
with 10 students on catching,
throwing and playing a
modified version of the game.
It is a fabulous initiative from
the boys and a great example
of the leadership qualities of
the students coming through
at Torrensville.

On Thursday 2nd December a Christian
Options Program will be presented at school
for all students. This year, the performance
will be presented by Life Matters. This is an
interactive presentation with the theme
of Christmas – A Gift Of Gratitude. The
presentation will be a creative retelling of
the foundational story of Christmas, and
is told in a sensitive and inclusive way. It is
interactive and presented with a mixture of
live story, games, activities and digital media.
This is an optional presentation for students.
Permission forms will be coming home this
week. If you wish for your child to attend this
presentation please complete the form, and
return to the school.

Eddie – “I really enjoy helping
the younger students to learn
the game”
Chase - “I find it so much fun
teaching the younger kids”

Mark Pannenburg

Merry Christmas, Nicole - Pastoral Care
Worker

School Closure Day Friday 26th November
OSHC will not be operating on this day due to staff training.

Middle School Marketplace
On Wednesday, the 17th of November rooms 8, 10 and 12 held their Enterprise Fair. We
had the opportunity to set up a stall in a Middle School Marketplace and gain experience
from a business-like setting. It took weeks of planning and
organising to make it happen, as well as a lot of preparation.
It incorporated data as many students decided to undertake
surveys to see which products would appeal most to the
customers. We only had $10 per student per group to spend
on materials and ingredients, which we had to pay back
afterwards. (Investors needed to be paid back after all!) Staff
and students from these classrooms were able to go around
and purchase from other stalls over lunch time! It really was
a busy marketplace with so many different stalls.
Some chose to sell food and products, others had customers
compete in a game, and some with the chance to win a
prize. Many of our best qualities were shown at this time,
independence, promotion and organisation skills were essential
to make sure we were successful in our business. We also
worked on catching the customers eye with something new
and exciting, but not too exciting that they would be unsure
when purchasing. Techniques such as lowering the prices
near the end of the session, providing discounts to those who
pre-ordered, and businesses promoting and helping each other
assisted in the success of everyone’s stalls.
The total money raised from all three classes was $1340.15 and
will be donated to a voted-on charity later on this week.
Everyone certainly enjoyed this assignment and made some fun
memories. Thank you to all of our families and school staff for supporting our market!

Materials & Services Charges
for 2022
4th November 2021
Dear Parents / Caregivers,
We would like to extend an invitation to the school
community to attend an open finance meeting of
our Governing Council where the 2022 Materials
& Services Charges of $360 will be presented for
approval (please see the reverse of this page).
This meeting will be held on Monday 29th
November at 3.30pm in the staff room. If you are
unable to attend but wish to provide feedback you
may express your view in writing to the Chairperson
of Governing Council, or to the Principal John
McCade.
If you have any queries please contact John or
myself.
Please do not pay on this notice, all students will be
invoiced at the start of the new school year.
Tracy Norris
Finance Officer

Data collection & analysis in Room 22!
The collection and display of data plays an important part in our lives.
Whether it is to vote for a class Student Voice member or sorting
out the recycling to see where we can improve or finding out what
pizza everyone wants when you are ordering take away. Gathering
information and using it or displaying it is part of many things that we do
during our lives without even realizing it.
In Room 22 we have been investigating
different ways to gather information and
different ways to use it and display it. In the early
stages I asked the children a variety of questions
and then they thought of how they could
gather information to answer the question. In
the gathering phase many children used a yes/no
checklist but they also used tallying, observations,
questioning, counting, sorting and use of tick boxes.
They realized the importance of questioning during
this process and without specific questions they
might not find out the information that they need.
As we progressed further we started to ask why? Why
was this information useful and what could be done
with it? One of our tasks was to find out what kinds
of transport drive up and down Ashley Street and how
often. We thought of how we could collect the data and then how we
could record it to share what we found out.
We used a range of different tools to help us. I asked children why this
type of information may be collected and we talked about if it is a busy
road or cars are going too fast the council may need to put speed humps
there or put up a speed restriction sign was one child’s suggestion. We
also found out that white is a popular car colour.

Real life learning in the garden
Many children in my class join me for garden group on Mondays and
our most recent plantings have been a pumpkin patch at the front of
the school, a bay tree and 2 passionfruit vines. There are many budding
gardeners and a lot of knowledge about being sustainable by growing
your own food. We used the garden to help us with our graphing work
and found out what bugs are found in the garden. Why? Some bugs
show us if our garden is healthy and other bugs are pests.
We are taking our new learning in the classroom and using it for a real
purpose to help our garden thrive. Authentic learning shows students that
their learning is connected and relevant and that they can have an impact.
It’s also lots of fun! Sue Carey

