TPS NEWS

October 26th - Week 3, Term 4
Class placements and enrolment for 2022
Next week we will begin the process of organising your
child’s class placement for 2022. It is important to inform
us if you are not continuing at Torrensville Primary next
year as we may have enrolment enquiries that we need to
place. Please let us know as soon as possible.
When organsing classes we use a computer program to
evenly place children. We enter your child’s literacy and
numeracy ability, their nominated three good, strong
positive friends, and social/emotional data. What we then
get is a class that has an even spread of learning as you
don’t want your child to be a “fish out of water”- either
way ahead or way behind their peers in the class. The child
will also have an identified close friend.
This is an extremely complex process and what may
appear to you as a simple move to another class after
classes are set up creates a domino effect- it may leave
another child friendless or move a child into a class where
there is a student they are best away from.
This is why we ask you to provide us with information now
regarding your child’s class placement. The information
you may want to provide is a couple of friends in your
child’s current year level. We can use that data as part
of our process. We have asked you to put that request
in writing so we can cross check our classes with your
information. Every year we will get a parent say “But I
told the teacher, I thought they would make sure”, or
“I told you a couple of years ago” or “I told you on yard
duty” (that’s a big risk- trusting our memory!) If you have
any information, including confidential class placement
considerations please email dl.1285.info@schools.
sa.edu.au . If you would prefer, you can provide written
information addressed to John, please mark confidential.
This will need to be in by Friday 29th October.
Sometimes the parent requests can’t be met (even though
we try to). There could be a situation where you request
your child is with a particular friend, but another parent
requests that child is away from your child. Teachers
will not be allocated to classes until later in the year,
when all classes are in place so teacher requests
can’t happen as part of the class placement
process.
In 2022, with year 7’s off to high school, there
may be multiple changes of teacher year levels (or
even roles). This may only happen near the end of
the year, another reason teacher requests can’t be
accommodated.
John McCade

Dear parents,
From Monday, wearing face masks will be optional for
all students and staff while on school grounds.
Further to that news, yesterday we were given the
green light to welcome parents back into buildings.
We ask that you please be patient with us as we put
procedures in place to ensure we are following COVID
safe protocols.
You will be required to COVID-Safe check in and
practise physical distancing from other adults. It is
recommended that parents and other visiting adults
wear masks when entering school buildings. Masks are
not required outdoors if adults can physical distance.
The Department for Education has made this decision
with the backing of SA Health.
Please remember that while masks are no longer
required, they may be again in the future. If so, we will
let you know.
Thank you to all parents and students for supporting
mask wearing in our school over the last couple of
months.

Room 1 Digital Technology
In Room 1, we have been doing a Digital Technology
Unit which has involved learning to program by writing
algorithms. First, we sequenced steps to move our human
robot around a grid. Then we programmed robotic devices
to move from one square to the next on a grid or around
Australia, depending on the mat. Initially we recorded
an algorithm using the Bee-Bots and then we have just
been using Pro-Bots which are programmable cars, which

has helped us continue to build our
technology skills. It feels so good when
the robot moves in the right direction,
the right distance and then stops exactly
where you wanted it to go!
Robyn Averay

