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September 22nd - Week 10, Term 3

Early finish on Friday at 2:10pm for those children who have permission.



Term 3 in LOTE, involved all students 
across the Middle Years, Primary 
Years and Early years learning 
about the ancient Olympic Games, 
through units of work in Greek.  
We were fortunate this year to 
be able to celebrate the Modern 
Olympic Games held in Tokyo, and 
students had the opportunities to 
make many comparisons through their 
learning.

To coincide with our annual Sports Day event, we also 
incorporated some of their knowledge about the modern and 
ancient Olympics, including our sports captains running with 
their Olympic torches (δάδα) and olive branches, as well as first 
place winners receiving an olive wreath.

Primary Years
Room 6 - We enjoyed learning about 
how the Olympics began in ancient 
Greece and that the winners got olive 
wreaths (κότινος ko-ti-nos), the word 
Olympics, athlete, marathon and many 
more are Greek words. There were no 
Olympic rings in the ancient games 
because only Greek citizens were 
allowed to compete.

Room 4 – It was interesting learning 
about Pheidippides and that the 
marathon (μαραθώνιος ma-ra-tho-ni-os) 
is named in his honour because he came 
from Marathon, that the winners prize 
was and olive wreath, and one event in 
the ancient Olympic Games was to run 
in full armour. We enjoyed writing in 
Greek about the events.

Room 2 - Enjoyed learning about 
the ancient Olympic site and all the 
buildings and what they were called. 
We learnt how the Olympic torch was 
lit in the ancient times, and that it’s 
still lit like that in Olympia before the 
games begin. It is amazing that from 

the very first event of 196m 
sprint in 776BC we now 2021 have 
skateboarding event.

Room 1 – We learnt that the ancient 
games were made to honour Zeus 
(Δίας Di-as ), Only Greek athletes could 
compete, The Olympic torch only went 
around Greece, The Olympic flame was 
lit in Olympia (Ολυμπία O- lim- bi-a) in 
front of Hera and Zeus’s temple. The 
games were to see who was the 
strongest and fastest athlete.

Room 5 - The olive branch symbolizes 
peace and prosperity. The Olympic 
flame ( Ολυμπιακή Φλόγα O- lim -pi–a-
ki Flo-ga ) lit by the sun in a ceremony 
at the ancient Olympic site by the Vestal 
virgins. The torch and olive branch also 
symbolize a truce, where in the ancient 
times battles had to stop.

Room 3 – We discovered amazing 
things about the ancient Olympics, you 
can still visit the site in Greece in Olympia 
where the first Olympic Games started. 
We learnt how to say 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
in Greek.

Middle Years 
Rooms 8,10 &12 -  Middle years students learnt 
about the Greek gods, their characteristics, 
entangled, complex relationships and their 
connection to the Olympic Games. We also had 
to learn how to say: “ I came (ήρθα ir-tha) first, 
second and third in Greek for Sports Day.

Early Years
Rooms 20,21,22 & 23 -  To complete this this 
term’s unit the early years students had mini-
marathons where they were each presented with 
an olive wreath.

CONTINUED NEXT PAGE ...



From John .....  
Class placements and enrolment for 2022
Early next term we will begin the process of organising your 
child’s class placement for next year. It is still important to inform 
us if you are not continuing at Torrensville Primary next year as 
we may have enrolment enquiries that we need to place. We 
need to know by Monday, November 1st.

We use a computer program to evenly place children in their 
classes. We enter your child’s literacy and numeracy ability, 
their nominated three good, strong positive friends, and social/
emotional data. What we then get is a class that has an even 
spread of learning as you don’t want your child to be a “fish out 
of water”- either way ahead or way behind their peers in the class. 
The child will also have an identified close friend and if possible 
separated from the student is best away from.

This is an extremely complex process and what may appear to 
you as a simple move to another class after classes are set up 
creates a domino effect- it may leave another child friendless or 
move a child into a class where there is a student they are best 
away from.

This is why we ask you to provide us with information now 
regarding your child’s class placement. The information you 
may want to provide is a couple of friends in your child’s current 
year level. We can use that data as part of our process. We have 
asked you to put that request in writing so we can cross check 
our classes with your information. Every year we will get a parent 
say “But I told the teacher, I thought they would make sure”, or “I 
told you a couple of years ago” or “I told you on yard duty” (that’s 
a big risk- trusting our memory!) If you have any information, 
including confidential class placement considerations please 
email dl.1285.info@schools.sa.edu.au . If you would prefer, you 
can provide written information addressed to John, please mark 
confidential. This will need to be in by Monday, 2nd November.

Sometimes the parent requests can’t be met (even though we 
try to). There could be a situation where you request your child 
is with a particular friend, but another parent requests that child 
is away from your child. Teachers will not be allocated to classes 
until later in the year, when all classes are in place so teacher 
requests can’t happen as part of the class placement process.

In 2022, with year 7’s off to high school, there may be multiple 

changes of teacher year levels (or even roles). This may only 
happen near the end of the year, another reason teacher requests 
can’t be accommodated.

Sports Day
Thank you for supporting our recent Sports Day. It was wonderful 
to see parents on site and being involved in the day. We really 
appreciated the way all the COVID procedures were followed. 
Congratulations to Hayward for being the winning team on the 
day. Our final scores were:

Hayward: 920
Ashley: 915
Stephens: 848
North: 764

Thanks to Sam and the Sports day committee for organising and 
running the da. Thanks also to our Governing Council members 
for volunteering to be our COVID Marshalls, ensuring our event 
followed Department guidelines.

New green bins for fruit waste 
Our school now has green bins in the yard for uneaten fruit 
and scraps at risk from fruit fly. We are in a fruit fly red outbreak 
area and fruit and vegetables at risk from fruit fly should not be 
removed from our site. It’s important everyone uses these bins so 
that we can safely dispose of scraps. There are signs attached to 
help you identify them. 

Fruit fly lay their eggs in certain fruit and vegetables. If the eggs 
grow into maggots and are able to burrow into the ground, they 
will become flies. By using green bins (that are commercially 
composted), we can stop fruit flies in their tracks and break the life 
cycle. We all need to play our part to protect South Australia from 
fruit fly - the impact of fruit fly is in your hands.

Casual Day, Friday 24th September!
Children are not required to bring a gold coin donation.

Have a safe and happy holiday with your children. We’ll see you 
all when term 4 begins on Monday 11th October.

John McCade



Over the past couple of weeks, Rooms 8, 10 & 12 have had the opportunity to attend ‘Mission to Mars’ 
at Hamilton Secondary College.

In September 2017, the Mike Roach Space Education Centre was officially opened at Hamilton 
Secondary College. The Space Centre has four main areas which support a space science program 
– a simulated Martian crater and landscape with seven different geological zones, a Mission Control 
Room, a Briefing Room, and a space laboratory. It has been designed to provide an immersive, hands-
on learning experience. The briefing room is an audio-visual experience where students watch an 
introductory video about some of the issues that they need to overcome in moving humans to Mars. 
Students role played space scenarios with teams taking turns to operate as astronauts dressed in full 
space suits collecting samples on the Mars surface, and scientists monitoring data and problem solving 
in Mission Control. The design simulates real-life Martian explorations in the same way that NASA sends 

Mission to Mars

space probes to land in craters, as 
they are prime locations to gather 
samples.

The Space Centre and Mission to 
Mars program provides students 
with an exciting and unique 
educational experience. 

I think the photos speak for 
themselves as to the level of 
engagement by the students.

On Tuesday, April from Room 
12, participated in the SAPSASA 
Track and Field Championships 
as part of the Airport Team. 
Airport finished in top position. 
April definitely contributed to this 
result with a 1st place in the girls 
relay!

Congratulations April!

1 Airport 621.57pts

2 South West 495.77pts

3 East Adelaide 475.9pts

4 Adelaide Sth East 438.37pts

5 City South 392.99 pts
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