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Safety of Students coming to and from school
With the business of traffic around our school over the past 
month there have been a few ‘near misses’ with cars and 
students. In one instance regarding dangerous driving, we 
have involved the police.

Because of this we are expecting an increased presence 
of traffic police and city council inspectors. We don’t 
want members of our school community being fined or 
prosecuted, so please follow the road rules when picking 
up and dropping off your child. Can you also encourage 
students to use the North Parade school crossing if you 
aproach school from that direction.

Late Arrivals and Early Departures
We all know there are those unexpected events that might 
make us a few minutes late or you need to collect your child 
early for an appointment. But please consider the impact 
on your child’s learing time at school, not to mention the 
disruption to the class and teacher. Last week we had over 
100 students arriving late 24 students being collected early. 
We would really appreciate your support in getting your 
child here by 8:50am and leaving at 3:10pm.

Water Safety Program Reminder!
Reminder that the Water Safety Program for R-5 students 
starts next week. Thank you to the Parents/carers who have 
expressed their interest in assisting with walking students 
to swimming. By the end of today, your child’s class teacher 
would have confirmed with you via ClassDojo which day 
they were needing your support.

Volunteers will be required to wear a volunteer sticker which 
the class teacher will provide. This is essential so that staff 
from TPS and the swim centre know that you are authorised 
to be with us at the swim centre.

Clarification from the swim centre is that students can wear 
swimwear that parents/carers see as comfortable and 
appropriate for active swimming lessons. Please ensure your 
child has their bathers on under their clothing and has a 
separate bag with a towel and underwear. Also ensure your 
child has their hat and drink bottle.

Requirements for Volunteering at School
To volunteer at school you need to have completed 
Responding to Abuse and Neglect training. The training 
is online, simply follow the link below. Once the training is 
complete you will receive a certificate which you will need 
to forward to the office. For camps/coaching roles you are 
required to have a Working With Children Check.
www.education.sa.gov.au/working-us/volunteers/responding-
abuse-and-neglect-training-ran-ec/volunteers-online-course-
responding-abuse-and-neglect-education-and-care

HARMONY DAY WEEK March 15-21  
-Everyone Belongs
Harmony Week celebrates Australia’s cultural diversity. It’s 
about inclusiveness, respect and a sense of belonging for 
everyone.

Harmony is one of our School Values and as a School 
Community we strive for on a daily basis.

Due to swimming next week and year 6-7 camp the 
following week, Torrensville Primary School will celebrate on 
Monday Week 10, 29th March.

Whole School Celebration: On Monday of Week 10

Students are encouraged to wear cultural significant 
clothing, or something orange for our celebration day. 

The day will start with a Harmony Day Assembly run by 
our Student Ambassadors. All classes, either individually or 
as collaborative classes will share an aspect of their inquiry 
learning from the term focused on Belonging.

Following the assembly we will guide the students to come 
outside and weather permitting we will create 3 circles of 
students, acknowledging the circle symbol as a meeting of 
people, all people.

We will have our senior choir to support us sing the song “I 
Am, You Are, We Are Australian”, where children and staff 
will stand from a seated position to join the singing as they 
recognize their own culture’s arrival to our home Australia. 

We will  take photos and video snippets to share with 
families on Class Dojo.



This Term we have been planting sunflowers so that we can 
learn about the life cycle of a sunflower in Science. We have 
learnt that a sunflower can grow up to roughly a metre and 
that you can eat their seeds. - By Cameron S

To get the sunflowers growing we used seeds, soil, water 
and cups. First we had to get a cup then we put soil in it. We 
put the soil halfway up the cup. Next we dug a hole with our 
finger and put the seed in. After that we put water in it. We 
put a little bit of water in until we saw that the water was up 
to where the top of the soil was in the cup. We put it on the 
window shelf and let it grow. It took a few days for everyone’s 
sunflowers to germinate.  - By Olivia E

After we planted the seeds the seed germinated into a 
seedling. Next the plant grew into a sprout and started to 
grow another pair of leaves opposite to the leaves that had 
already grown. The plants convert energy from sunlight into 
food. This is called photosynthesis. - By Evan M

The Science of Sunflowers - 
Room 2 is blooming!

REMINDER TO ALL YEAR 6 AND 7 FAMILIES
The transition process for year 6/7 to high school will begin in early term 2. It is 
essential that you ensure we have a current email address and your current address 
on our data base. Thank you to the many families whom have already sent through 
their details.

Early in term 2 you will receive an email with a link to a regisrtaion of interest in 
enrolling in high school. You will have the opportunity to accept your zoned high 
school place, or make a request to be considered for an alternate placement.

If your child will be exiting the public system to attend a private secondary school, you 
will still need to complete the online form.

If you have any queries regarding the process please do not hesitiate to contact me.

Jen Gibson-Smith
Administration Officer
Transition Coordinator



Fortey’s Fort!
We are very excited to announce the Nature Play Fort is complete, 
with delivery of soft fall expected in the next week the area will be 
open for all children very soon. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank Jack Adcock from 
Jack Adcock Consulting for engineering the design. The fort 
became a great community project driven by Matt Forte who 
project managed the build from start to finish, we also gave the 
fort a nickname (aka Fortey’s Fort) Matt’s attention to detail and 
building skills are imbedded in the construction. We can’t thank 
Matt enough for his vision and kindness. This project wouldn’t have 
been possible without the time, effort and skill of Quinton Hughes, 
Michael Penno, Paul Van Oss, Sam John, Kearin Hausler, Michelle 
Van Oss, Renai D’arsie, Archie Davis, OSHC advisory group and the 
OSHC team. We all worked together over many weekends to get 
the fort constructed.

This project demonstrates the strong community spirit within our 
school and the skills many of our families have to make positive 
contributions. I couldn’t be prouder to call Torrensville Primary 
School a great place to learn and play. We look forward to many 
more great projects in the future.

Alicia Flowers - OSHC Director

Brittany Ross
Middle Years - Transition, Learning and Wellbeing Leader
Lifestyle Choices teacher Brittany has been a member of the Lifestyle 
Choices team at ABHSsince the beginning of 2020 and this year has 
taken on the MiddleYears - Transition, Learning and Wellbeing role.
She’s passionate about building resilience in young people andhelping 
them to build a strong sense of wellbeing as well asidentifying what they 
can do to live a healthier, happier life.
As Transition Leader, Brittany is looking forward to supporting thenew 
future Year 7 and 8's of ABHS and building on the school’scommunity 

partnerships. Brittany understands the importance ofyoung people wanting to feel safe 
and nurtured in their learningenvironment and her role is to help make the transition to 
highschool as successful and enjoyable as possible. She is lookingforward to working 
with your students in their transition days tocome later in the year.

Brittany Ross
Middle Years - Transition, Learning and Wellbeing Leader
Lifestyle Choices teacher





It is with great pleasure that I write to you as Principal of 
Underdale High School.

This Year is about preparing to welcome Year 7 and our new 
Year 8 cohort of students into our family at Underdale High 
School. This year we have currently appointed leaders and 
teachers who have knowledge and experience in a Year 7 
setting (either in a Primary School or R-12 School setting). Ms 
Melitta Kay is our Year 7 Leader and will be working with our 
feeder Primary Schools to help prepare our school for the Year 
7’s, and their Year 7’s for our school. This includes exploring 
suitable playspaces for the Year 7’s and putting these plans in 
place. She will also be working with our Curriculum Team to 
plan our Middle School Curriculum package. Mr John Katavatis, 
our Year 8 Leader, has been recruited from Flinders Park Primary 
school. Tahnee Manual, our Personalised Learning Leader came 
from Clapham Primary School, Mr Cornel Trifu from a Primary 
School setting on Kangaroo Island and several of our other new 
appointments in 2021 have had opportunities to teach in a Year 
7 setting. We have also appointed 4 Primary teachers through 
the Year 7 to High School program who will start in 2022 and 
get some specialised training this year in preparation (see article 
in Advertiser Friday 26th March – p1). I believe we are very well 
prepared for the arrival of the Year 7’s and that this combined 
experience will have a very positive impact on the other year 
levels in our Middle School cohort. All of this preparation will 
also have very positive flow on to our already excellent transition 
program for next year’s new Year 8 students.

Our focus has continued to remain on high impact teaching and 
learning strategies despite much of our school being a building 
site at the start of the year. Last week we were able to re-access 
the Knowledge corridor, giving us nine modern, high quality 
teaching spaces back and four offices back. Students and staff 
have revelled in learning spaces that are full of natural light, 
spacious and equipped with modern technology. It certainly 
has increased our appetite for the release of the Courage 
corridor (Science wing) which will also house our new Student 
Services centre. By the start of next term, we will have access 
to the new Creative Arts centre and Canteen, redeveloped 
Gymnasium and new Human Physical Performance centre, 
refurbished Automotive centre and new Metalwork shop, and the 
refurbished  Furniture Construction building. It is a very exciting 
time! Please visit our Facebook page ( https://www.facebook.
com/963554310354716/ ) to keep up to date on current 

developments and photos. Completion date is mid to late term 3, 
and definitely before our new students have their Transition Days 
in Term 4.

In 2021, our Site Improvement Plan continues to target increasing 
student progress and achievement in Reading and Mathematics, 
and compliments these goals with increasing student progress 
and achievement in grades, particularly in the A and B grade 
bands. Our Reading goal will target students being successful 
in increasing their vocabulary and comprehension, honing their 
skills and abilities in not only learning to read texts of increasing 
complexity, but to continue developing their ability in reading 
to learn. Our Mathematics goal will target students’ ability to 
understand the flexible concept of number, and their use of 
Mathematics language to explain to others the maths processes 
they use to solve problems. Our Grades improvement goal is 
targeting students’ ability to understand what they are learning 
(and why), how they are doing (and how do they know), how 
they can improve, and where they can go to for help. We would 
envisage that these goals will be ongoing, and build on our PAT-R 
and PAT-M results which have been consistently above state 
averages, our SACE Completion which has been in the high 90% 
range for years, and our A and B Grades in Year 12 which are 
growing every year for the past 3 years.

Please join us for our Open Evening on Monday 22nd March and 
book a personalised Principal’s Tour late this term or early next 
term.

David Harriss
Principal Underdale High School

Experience success!


