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This week families were sent a letter through the post regarding 
2021 school fees. This is part of a new process the Department 
for Education has put in place for every school. In the past the 
school’s Governing Council has set school fees for the next 
school year. Information was then sent home and parents given 
the opportunity to attend a meeting to discuss the proposed fee 
and then the fees were set. This year we have an added step of 
giving families the opportunity to vote on the proposed school 
fees.

Each year the way school fees are set by Governing Council 
after considering how much we need to spend on essentials 
for each child at school. This money covers curriculum supplies, 
technology access and library and textbook resources.

To cover these expenses, our Governing Council has decided 
we need to have our school fees set at $360 for 2021. The 
Government has set the School Card rate at $265 (which for 
us has always been lower than our school fees). The new 
regulations require us to give you the opportunity to vote 
whether you agree for our school fees to be at $360 as it above 
the school card rate. To maintain the quality of resources for 
your child at school, we urge you to send back the voting slip 
with a vote for yes. Voting closes November 12th.

NAIDOC Week 8th - 15th November

The NAIDOC 2020 theme - ‘Always Was, 
Always Will Be’ recognises that First 

Nations people have occupied and cared 
for this continent for over 65,000 years.

Always Was, Always Will Be, acknowledges this 
nation’s story began at the dawn of time and didn’t 

begin with documented European contact.

NAIDOC 2020 invites all Australians to embrace and 
acknowledge the true history of this country – a 

history which dates back thousands of generations.

We have the world’s oldest oral stories and that our 
First Peoples engraved the world’s first maps, made 

the earliest paintings of ceremonies, invented unique 
technologies and built and engineered structures 
that predate well-known ancient sites such as the 

Egyptian pyramids or Stonehenge.

Torrensville Primary classes have been learning that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people were 
Australia’s first explorers, our first navigators, first 

engineers, first farmers, first botanists, first scientists, 
first diplomats, astronomers and artists. The Early 

Years classes learnt about the seasons. 

Please ask your child what their class have focused on 
for NAIDOC week.

Our Produce 
Bags are back
in production!

Today we were able to 
welcome back our sewers 
to recommence making 
our sustainable fruit 
and veg bags. We will 
hopefully be able to sell 
packs soon!

School Closure Day - Friday 27th November



Following the concert we have a school closure day, Friday 27th November.



Early Years Science in 2020 ……… with Jenny
Another great year in science with our enthusiastic and curious early years learners.
Once again the children have explored and engaged in science learning taken from 
the 4 substrands of science understanding…… the Biological sciences, the Earth and 
Space sciences, the Physical sciences and the Chemical sciences. Here’s a snapshot 
of some of the activities throughout the year.

Following the concert we have a school closure day, Friday 27th November.



NUDE FOOD CHALLENGE

Why nude food
Not only does nude food help to look after the environment with 
less waste going to landfill, nude food is often healthier than 
packaged. Buying food in bulk is much cheaper and reduces the 
amount of packaging.

SO WHAT CAN WE DO AS A PARENT?
Choose foods that come with no packaging, recyclable
packaging or packaging that can be reused.
Choose bulk over individual packaging.
Talk to your children or let them help pack their lunchboxes so 
they are only taking food that they like and will have time to 
finish. Choose healthier foods that don’t have any packaging.
E.g fruits & vegetables. Encourage students to bring home their 
sandwich bags or zip lock bags so you can reuse them.

The Challenge
A running tally of students who are bringing nude food on 
Wednesdays will be kept in every classroom. At the end of the 
term the class with the most students bringing nude food will 
win a class award.

REDUCE
The majority of rubbish that ends up in landfill is packaging 
from individually wrapped foods such as chips packets, muesli 
bars, popcorn and other snack foods. Small yoghurts bought 
in individual tubs or tubes also generate a lot of rubbish. This 
packaging can not be recycled therefore needs to be avoided or 
reduced.

REUSE & RECYCLE
The best way to minimise the waste that goes to landfill is to 
choose foods that have no packaging or comes in packaging that 
can be reused or recycled.

Reuse
Lots of the packaging that food is bought to school in can be 
either recycled or reused. Reusing refers to those products such 
as zip lock back and small sandwich bags which students can 
bring home in their lunch box and reuse the next day.

Recycle
At school a lot of waste can be recycled as part of our recycling 
programs. Uneaten foods can be put in food scrap buckets, fruit 
boxes can be recycled in 10c deposit bins.

Bulk buying vs. Individual packaging
The majority of waste comes from snacks which are individually 
packaged. Not only does this create a lot of waste which goes to 
landfill it is also a lot more expensive to purchase.

Rather than buying small individually packaged foods, small 
12 packs of yoghurts and individually wrapped biscuits these 
products can be bought in bulk and then put in reusable 
packaging. Nude food containers designed to hold sandwiches, 
fruits and liquid foods such as yoghurts can be purchased at 
supermarkets or departments stores like Big W and Kmart very 
cheaply.

This term all of the classes in the school will be taking part in Nude Food 
Day every Friday. Nude food is an initiative to reduce the amount of waste 
that is generated from food packaging which ends up going into landfill. 
Every Friday, classes will be counting the pieces of rubbish they have in 

their lunchboxes and creating a tally. The end goal is to be able to fit any rubbish generated from 
packaging into the mini bin (pictured below) each Friday. The class with the least amount of rubbish will 
be rewarded with ten minutes of extra playtime each fortnight!

These product can’t be 
recycled and therefore 
need to be avoided. Chips, biscuits, chocolate 
bars, LCM and muesli bar packaging, yoghurt 
containers, tubes and cling wrap can’t be 
reused or recycled so try and avoid them.

These products can be 
recycled at school.
Brown paper bags and 
food scraps can be 
recycled at school in 
the compost bins. Fruit 
juices and bottles can be 
recycled in the 10c
deposit bins.

These products should be used to 
store foods as they can be reused 
each day.
Nude food containers which can 
be purchased from supermarkets or 
department stores that can be used 
to store sandwiches and fruit. Small 
nude food containers can be used for 
yoghurts and dip rather than buying 
individual yoghurt containers. Zip lock 
bags and small sandwich bags can be 
taken home and reused everyday.


