TPS NEWS

June 5th, Week 6 - Term 2
From John and Silvia .....
Pupil Free Days
A reminder that we have two pupil free days coming up,
over the next four weeks, for staff training.
School will be closed on:
Friday 19th and Monday 29th June.
If you require care for your children OSHC will be operating,
however please book early to ensure a place for your child.

Reception intake for 2021

Early Arrivals

If you have a child who will be starting school next year, or
know of a family considering our school, please contact us
on 8443 7355 or email dl.1285.info@schools.sa.edu.au.

Recently we seem to have a number of children arriving
too early for school. Our yard is supervised and teachers are
officially on duty from 8:30am. In the interests of your child’s
safety we ask that you do not drop off, or send children to
school prior to this time. If you require care for your child
before, or after school, please contact our OSHC Director,
Alicia on 8354 0837.

Safety at drop off and pick up time
It has been reported to us by concerned parents and our
crossing monitors that some families are making unsafe
choices when delivering or collecting their children from
school. For example, it is not acceptable, in fact illegal, to let
your child out of the car whilst in an intersection or whilst
double parked. Occasionally, inspectors will come and
monitor driver behaviour around our school and issue fines,
so be warned. Please take a little extra time to park to ensure
the safety of our school community.

School Uniform
This is a friendly reminder about our dress code. Lately we
have noticed that there is an increasing number of children
not wearing school uniform.
At Torrensville we take pride in school unity and our positive
visibility in the wider community.
We stock a range of uniform here at school which is
available for purchase during school hours. You may also
choose to purchase uniform items from a department store,
most have a school uniform section.
Our school colours are navy and yellow, and
the following items are suitable for school.
• Trackpants/trousers/shorts
• Polo shirts and t-shirts / windcheaters
• Dresses (navy and white check)/Skorts

Enrolments are steadily rolling in for starting reception
in 2021. As our capacity is capped at 40 it is important to
ensure that enrolment forms are lodged as soon as possibe.
Once we reach this number, no matter how close you live to
the school, we will not be able to accept your enrolment.

Important School Card Information!
Thank you to all the families who have applied for School
Card for the 2020 school year. Due to COVID-19 and
increased work load for Centrelink, School Card applications
are taking longer than usual to be processed.
Rest assured the data has been uploaded from our end, we
just need to be patient for the outcomes.

Unwell Children
Thank you to the many families keeping their children at
home whilst they are unwell. There seems to be quite a few
cases of colds at the moment. If your child presents with any
cold/flu type symptoms, please keep them at home until
they are well. Of course give us a call or use the Skoolbag
App/website to inform us of their absence. We appreciate
your support in this matter.

Dogs on school grounds
Please be reminded that it is school policy that dogs are not
to be brought onto school grounds. If you walk your dog
to collect your children, you must wait for them outside the
school grounds.

Welcome to the world Calanthe!
We are very pleased to be able to announce another
precious arrival! Baby Calanthe, another beautiful daughter
for Cassie our Room 5 teacher.

Thank you for your cooperation.

Students leaving at the end of 2020
At this stage of the year we start planning
ahead. It is always important to know whether
any families may be leaving us to enrol
elsewhere in 2021. Please asist us by getting in
touch if your child will not be continuing with
us next year.

PUBLIC HOLIDAY - Next Monday, 8th June

Reconciliation Week has been acknowledged across Torrensville Primary
School in many different ways. We strongly encourage all in the TPS
community to acknowledge and discuss Reconciliation Week and consider
ways in which you can make it meaningful in your context. A Reconciled
Australia is a healthier Australia. As well as bringing attention to the
profound significance of Reconciliation for all Australians, Reconciliation
Week begins and ends on important dates. May 27th, marks the date of the
1967 Referendum, in which Australians voted to amend the constitution to
include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders in the census. The 1967
Referendum achieved the largest yes vote in Australia’s history and
remains of immense symbolic and practical importance.
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Mabo Day, June 3rd 1992 the High Court overturned the legal fiction
of terra nullius (Latin for ‘land belonging to no-one’) which Australian
law had used to decide over land and title since the voyage of James
Cook in 1770. The court ruled that ‘native title’ did exist and the people
of Mer could “possess, occupy, use and enjoy” culturally
significant land and determine their
ownership.
This landmark decision (Mabo vs the
State of Queensland) became one
of the most famous court cases in
Australian history, now simply known
as the ‘Mabo decision’. Unfortunately
Eddie Mabo died five months before it
was made. It was a turning point for the
recognition of Aboriginal peoples’ rights,
because it acknowledged their unique
connection with the land. It also led to the
Australian Parliament passing the Native
Title Act 1993.

Room 23 wrote their own ‘Acknowledgment to
County’ and recorded it. Elaine our ACEO also
made a video of a ‘Welcome to Country’ using the
Kaurna language. Some staff watched the movie
“In My Blood It Runs”.

Bikes, scooters, feet
and dogs!
While I was on crossing duty
this morning I was delighted to
see so many families arriving at
school on their bikes, scooters
and feet!
Aside form the health
benefits, it’s also great for our
environment.
Pictured is Ruby from room 3,
arriving with dad and younger
sister Meike.

Silvia McMullen - Deputy Principal

Wow what a learning-packed term it’s been so far! Chicken
Divas, windmills, serpents, tiaras and a whole lot of guts!!
Room 10 has engaged with learning on so many levels,
collaborating with their year level peers and younger buddies
in Room 21 to celebrate so much!
Reconciliation Week saw us explore the notion of Apologies
and Grief and then the coming together to acknowledge, the
culture, wisdom and history of our Indigenous cultures. With
Room 23 we used weaving techniques to create Rainbow
Serpents in acknowledgment of spiritual beliefs and creation
itself.
We also had such fun participating in the school wide
Simultaneous Reading of Chicken Divas!! Thanks to John
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chickens,
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what’s going
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Room 10?
McCade who led by example, and had all of us creating
our very own crowns and celebrating our uniqueness in
such a community way.
Also, over the last few weeks the year 6/7 classes have
come together to build on our STEM Practices and have
combined this with our HASS and Sciences curriculum,
designing, building and evaluating, working windmills
and life sized human digestion system. So much
collaboration and real world application of our inquiry
unit learning.
Congratulations to all of the students in Room 10! It is
such a pleasure to watch them embrace their learning,
challenge themselves and then share their learning with
such gusto!

OSHC News!
Mushrooms gallore!
OSHC purchased a Mushroom kit to learn how to grow your
own Mushrooms. We have been growing mushrooms know
as the “Brown Oyster Mushroom”. It only took two weeks
to grow from tiny spores and into huge mushrooms. Each
morning we spray the spores with sterile water which has
been boiled and cooled. We are looking forward to using the
mushrooms we have grown in our OSHC menu. Some of our
menu ideas include and adding them to fried Rice, pizza and
even breakfast toasties.
Here are some of the comments from the students who have
been closely watching the progress.

“They’re really big”, Jackson
“I like mushrooms” Austin
“Mushrooms smell weird” Evan
“You should be careful because some wild mushrooms are
dangerous” Oliver
“I see them grow everyday, I wonder what they taste like?” Ben

Vacation Care
In the next week or two we will be releasing our July Vacation
Care Program. Despite not being able to go on outings, or have
any groups come and visit us on site, we have a what’s shaping
up to be two weeks of great fun!

Pupil Free Days
As John has mentioned on the front page, we have two Pupil
Free Days coming up, Friday 19th and Monday 29th June. OSHC
will be open to care for children. To avoid disappointment, please
book early by contacting us on 8354 0837.

Alicia - OSHC Director

Choir News
Unfortunately due to Covid-19, the concert series at the
Festival Theatre has been cancelled this year. However, the
creative Festival organisers have come up with an amazing
alternative, to ensure our kids keep singing and making music
and performing. South Australian public primary school choirs
and orchestra students all over the state have continued to
rehearse over the last few months in preparation for SING
2020!
This year the Festival are
producing a movie featuring
all seven songs the choir
is learning this year. The
Festival orchestras (made up
of SA students), will record
the musical backdrop to the
movie and choirs, dancers
and other young artists will
feature.
Our Torrensville choir is very
excited to be part of this
unique opportunity and are
working extremely hard as
a team to prepare for when we eventually get the chance to
perform to our school community!
Congratulations to Alexis, who made it through the audition
process and successfully gained a place in the festival
performance troupe and will feature in the SING 2020 movie!

Alice Pannenburg - Choir teacher

