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After our Acquaintance evening we invite parents and staff 
to attend our Governing Council meeting in the Library 
from 6:15 to 7:00pm. This is a formal meeting where we 
report on the achievements of 2018 and explain how we’ve 
used last year’s information to determine school directions 
for 2019. Another important component is to elect our 
2019 Governing Council. Currently we have two vacancies 
for Governing Council. Our Governing Council meets in 
the staff room on a Tuesday twice a term at 7:00pm. If you 
would like to nominate please come to our AGM.

New Communication Platform
One initiative our Governing Council has introduced 
this year is using an electronic communication platform 
between school and home. We have the Skoolbag app for 
whole school communication and last year and this year 
have class Facebook pages for Year 6/7 classes.

This year our R-5 classes are introducing ClassDojo as a way 
for the class teacher to send out information to all families as 
well as individual parents. Parents are also able to message 
the class teacher. If you haven’t yet got an invitation to join 
the closed group, you will receive one over the next week. 

Here is some information from the ClassDojo website.

What is ClassDojo?
ClassDojo is a school communication platform that teachers, 
students, and families use every day to build close-knit 
communities by sharing what’s being learned in the 
classroom home through photos, videos, and messages. 
ClassDojo allows teachers, parents, and school leaders 
to message each other, without needing to share phone 
numbers or contact details. . These relationships require 
trust, which is why we’ve made sure ClassDojo is a safe and 
private environment for teachers, parents, and students.

Who can view the information teachers enter about a 
student?
Only the student themselves, their families, and their 
connected teachers or school leaders can see a student’s 
profile and portfolio.

Where is student data stored?
ClassDojo’s servers are in highly secure, military-grade 
data centres that are access-controlled. ClassDojo uses 
bank-grade security at the software and network level to 
ensure all information is transmitted securely. We work with 
independent security researchers to test ClassDojo’s security 
practices, and those of any third-party partners, including 
extensive independent audits by world-class cyber-security 
firms to put our systems and protocols under extreme, 
unbiased scrutiny.

How long is student information stored?
We protect students with our industry-leading policy: we 
don’t keep student personal information schools don’t need 
and we delete students’ feedback points after 12 months.

Will information ever be sold or rented to other 
organizations?
No. On ClassDojo, your personal information is yours. 
ClassDojo never sells or rents personal information to any 
third parties, for any reason. ClassDojo is used in over 180 
countries, so we are always improving how we operate 
given where our teachers are. If you have questions 
about your specific country, please contact us at privacy@
classdojo.com.

Continued over ....

Fringe for Girls: Roaming Classroom for Rebel Girls
This exciting Fringe event will be held at the Australian Science 
and Maths School on Saturday 2 March from 10am-12noon. Run 
by the team from Code Like a Girl, it targets girls aged 6-12 years 
to experience or further develop their coding skills. The cost is $15 
per child. Teacher supervision will be provided during the event. 
Tickets are available at https://codelikeagirl.org/

Acquaintance Night & Annual General Meeting
Wednesday, 13th February
Families can visit classes/class teachers anytime during 5:15- 6:15 pm, families with children in multiple 
year levels, we have organised it that the best times to visit each section of the school are:

5:15 - 5:30 ............. Rooms 20,21,22,23,3 & 4
5:30 - 5:45 ............. Rooms 1,2, 5 & 6
5:45 - 6:00 ............. Rooms 8, 10 & 12
6:00 - 6:15 ............. Greek/Arts/PE

The Annual General Meeting will follow directly, in the library. All welcome!

School Netball
The term 1 and 2 season of school netball commences in week 
4. This year our school competition is being played at St Clair 
Recreation Centre, Woodville. Age divisions have been set at 
2/3 (Wednesday),  4/5 and 6/7 (Thursday).  Games are played 
between 4:00 and 6:00. 

The cost for the 16 week season will be between $75-$90, 
depending on how many players register.  Our schools teams 
play in our blue school uniform and will use the issued blue or 
yellow bibs.  All umpires are provided and there is no weekly 
charge at all.

Registration forms have been distributed to those interested, 
yet if there is anyone wishing to participate, please see Mr. 
Pannenburg for a note. We would love some more players 
participating!

School Soccer - Terms 2&3
We are already preparing our soccer teams for the 2019 season.  
Torrensville Primary enter teams in the North West Junior 
Soccer Association competition played on Saturday mornings 
throughout terms 2 and 3.  

School soccer is available to every student in the school, with age 
divisions ranging from under 6 to under 13.  

All games are played at the same venue weekly (depending on 
age group) with games times spread between 8:30 and 12.  St 
Clair and West Beach are the 2 venues we have been allocated in 
the past.

The cost to play school soccer this year is $45.  We provide a 
soccer top (to be returned at the completion of the season).  
Blue shorts, blue socks, shin pads and soccer boots are the other 
requirements.  

Soccer information and registration forms were distributed to 
those interested today. Extra forms are available from the front 
office.  We need these forms returned by March 16th to be able 
to submit all teams with the association.

As with all school sports we rely heavily on parental involvement. 
If you are interested in coaching one of the teams this year, 
please indicate this on the registration form or come in and speak 
with me

Mark Pannenburg - PE Teacher.

School Sport 

Jolly Phonics Workshop
I will be running a workshop on how Jolly Phonics is 
implemented with Reception children. At the workshop, I 
will outline what the program is, how to say the sounds and 
how this program is helping your child learn to read.

Thursday 21st of February, 2 til 3pm in the library.

If you’d like to come along please RSVP to Jen at dl.1285.
info@schools.sa.edu.au.

Jill Annicchiarico - Reading Support Teacher



Torrensville Primary School Values
We have commenced the year establishing classroom and school 
wide expectations based on our school values; Respect, Harmony, 
Achievement

Our school values form the basis for developing a safe learning 
environment within the classroom and across the school in order 
for rigorous learning to occur and for students to be supported to 
take risks through a challenging curriculum offered.

Our values  also form the basis of the strengthened partnerships 
we wish to see further developed between the school and our 
families. These values are supported by our Mission statement 

At Torrensville Primary we are committed to being active life long 
learners who listen to the views of others.

Everyone aims to have a safe, happy life where we contribute to 
the community and the world. 

By caring for each other, we can all get along.

We embrace all learning to be successful in life.

Whole School Assemblies
We have regular assemblies, every fortnight at 9:00 am on a 
Monday. In first term they will be held on odd weeks. Your child’s 
class will be rostered on for one of these assemblies during 
the year to share their learning. We would love to see as many 
community members attend as possible.

At these assemblies 2 students from each class will receive 
acknowledgement for achievements they have made in their 
learning in relation to our Learner Qualities: being Successful, 
Confident, Creative, Individual, Active and Informed learners. 

Thank you to Room 12 who hosted a wonderful first Assembly 
on Monday. Congratulations to Room 3 who received the ‘Goldie 
Good Listening’ award and have Goldie the dog spend two 
weeks in their class.

Here is the assembly program so far:

Week 5    Room 10

Week 7                  Public Holiday

Week 9                   Harmony Day Assembly

Week 11                 Room 22

Apology from last newsletter
- Two valued and important Staff members.
In our last Newsletter we listed our staff for 2019 but 
unfortunately left out two amazing staff members. Our sincere 
apologies to Elaine Magias our (ACEO) Aboriginal Community 
Education Officer and Nicole Dal Piva our Pastoral Care Worker.

Elaine’s role as ACEO is supporting Indigenous students and 
their families. Elaine also coordinates and supports our Whole 
School Breakfast, works with teachers in implementing Aboriginal 
Culture Studies, promoting an Aboriginal community voice in 
education, contributing to Individual Learning Plans to improve 
social development, wellbeing & learning.

Elaine works at Torrensville Primary on Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays.

Nicole supports all members of the school community. Her role 
includes working alongside and complementing staff work in 
the school to ensure the welfare and wellbeing of all. Nicole 
works alongside teachers and students in the classroom, works to 
develop services and programs. Nicole also provides a Christian 
presence in the school on behalf of the local churches. Nicole 
works Monday, Wednesday, Thursday & Fridays.

Nicole also works as an SSO at our school supporting our 
Literacy/Numeracy Intervention Programs.

Food Breaks
All classes have a healthy snack break between 
10:00 and 10:30 am. Our lunch eating time 
is 12pm and afternoon recess eating is 2pm. 
We ask children to bring food that is not in 
disposable packaging/wrap to support our ‘Wipe 
Out Waste’ goal. We encourage sustainability by 
collecting food scraps for the Green Organics bin.

Sustainable Food Garden
Look at how well our new garden is growing. Thank you to SSO 
Donna for her wonderful care of this area in the school holidays.

Garden Produce –Tasty Tuesday
On Tuesdays we will have garden produce available at Whole 
School Breakfast and after school. A coin donation would be 
appreciate, to go towards sustaining our garden. Produce 
available currently are herbs-Parsley, Coriander, Sage; Spring 
Onions, tomatoes, Capsicums & Rocket.

Teaching Children Values
Values are the internal guides we have for our behaviour. 
They help us to make choices, and to make judgements 
about what is right and wrong, good or bad, fair and unfair.

Parents and carers are children’s first and most important 
teachers of values. Schools also have a major role to play in 
teaching values. Some of the ways that schools help children 
learn positive social values include:

• teaching children how to think about values and how to 
behave in ways that are caring, respectful etc.

• teaching cooperative behaviours inside the classroom 
and the playground

• making sure that behaviour and discipline issues are 
managed in ways that are positive, consistent and fair

• providing opportunities for children to practice good 
citizenship- through peer mentoring, student voice, 
community projects, etc.

This year we have decided instead of having a long list of 
expectations in the yard that we would reduce this to two 
expectations of “Play Safely, Be Friendly”. Thank you to Jen 
Gibson-Smith for designing our great poster.

Saff Carpark
Please be reminded that the carpark at the front of the school is for Staff and our taxi run . Please do not 
drop off or pick up from here. We have more staff working at the school this year and it can be frustrating 
for staff when they can’t get in or out, not to mention the issue of safety to our students.


